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The, Quakers Religion, or that which they profeſFt#@ 
0 OI their Relivion 75 not the True er 
ſus Chriſt, it is contrary to” the Scriptures, audth4 

.. Common F aith of all ſuch a5 . ſoundly and ſfmeerely 

1 believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt to the ſaving of the 
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MP 2h Eforc I come to open and confirm this Poſition I ſhall 
dW premiſe a "Word or two concerning my ſelf and the 


YA ſcopeand intentionof this Work, 'not ſo much for mine 
Ya ownſakegqs for the advantage ofthe Truth,and the right 
Ja iſſue andfuccels of the Work, ſo far as Conſcienceobli- 
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nd leiſure from other avocations upon all thoſe Points which be in 
Controverſic between us and them, I mean ſuch as relate to Duakeriſm, 
and go nader that Name as:diftint from other Sets and Erxoncous Par« 
ties amongſt us, ſuch as. the Light ' within,” Scripture, Miniſtry, Ordi- 
nances, \Prayer, Preaching, 'Swearing,: doingexternal Honour and' Re- 


 verenice. to Men, You-ing and. Thou-ing, aud ſome ſmaller matters,, But 


my maineſt intention was about, the groſs and capital Errours, their 
making the Light within, God and Chriſt, and undermining the Spirit, 
Scripture, Miniltry, Ordinances , Conſcience and 'all Religion , and 
-learning all Men to follow the Darkneſs-of their own minds, And [ 
propoſed to my {elf to be as brief as poſſibly I could, and fo to ſtate 
things as might be ſufficient for the opening and maintaining of the 
Truth,, and. over-throwing of Errour, without replying to any. thac 
ſhould write agaiuſt me , except urgent cauſe ſhould preſs me to it, 
For 1.do. not 'take a Book- or Matter to. be anſwered that is written 
againſt, nor do 1 account him Conquerour thats laſt in Print; and thinks 
he hath won the day, becauſe his Adverſary 1s filent to write'again. I 
had many reaſons and motives impelling me to write againſt "the Dzg- _ 
hers : but my maineſt reaſons. were their great confidence, and ſecming 
to the World as though they were the only Pcople of God, and, the 
moſt Divine and Spiritual of. all others; and; condemniog. us: and-;the 


" way we teach and own to be meerly form and out-fide, and 'we yo more 


but : out- fide -Profeſſors, and :vaunting and &iving forth as- though in 
this latter Age of the World, after Chriſtianity and Godlineſs hath been. 
a-foot and in power more then, ſixteen hundred. years, that there 
hath been no.,ſuch thing, or that Chriſijanity is not now what it hath 
been of 01d, and that ® genera] BShpl hath becn upon all the Chrifliap, 
World for maze then ,twelye, hun: red, years, and, the ' ers Are: 
fprung forth by God to. be his peculiar ones, ſhewing untd the World, 
a more excellent way for the attainment of eternal: blefledriefs'then any 
of the Saints :or Maxtyxs,now or. before, haye found out. Tothis pur- 
pol thy wig and ſpealyagd al their prteg vnaF hg pn, at 
the World.in hand that their Priocig)es arg moſt, boly, and themlelves 
moſi holy, and, that therefore: they are hired and, oppoſed, and that, 


all that will be Saints muſt be, @wokers, that is, , of their Sect and Way. 


This, I was and am molt; certain that they do. err, and that their Er. 
rours.are. very, grol,, and, thay.they do but Loy. or caſt @. miſt % 


and 
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and their Religion and zeal is moſtly for error andopinions of their.own 
making, whatever pretences they may have. 1 ama Chriſtian, I am 
a Miniſter , I muſt account to God , T muſt anſwer for all my con- 
verſation before- the righteous Judg, I am moſt confident that that 
Religion which teach and live, and chouſands with me better than L 
is the ſaving Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and that the Quikers be in gro 
blindueſ(s, and be- a Generation of deluded fouls. It is the Heads and 
Ripglcaders of them which I chicfly mean by Quakers, heartily pitying 
many well-meaning ſouls among them, nor darc I be one to judg them 
| all to' be chaffe and tares, and no wheat among them for all the world. 
I proteſt againſt any-whomſoever, not privy to my ſecrets, that fhall 
take upon him to know my heart better than my ſelf, and condemn me 
of corrupt ends and bafe defigns in writing this or ought «lfe, that is our 
or ſhall go vat againft them. IF was once in danger my fe)f to have 


been overtaken with their opinions many years ago, though-it was but 


a fit, and preſently over. It is well known a dear and.ntdr friend. of 
mine was once a ſtrong Quaker, inſomuch that T'almoſt defpaired to'ſee 


him any other : But he 15 now another man , and tor his*fake I am 


bound to rejoyce and: bleſs God continually, and' many more beſides, If 


Quakeriſm were the way of God, and the way to theeverſaſting ing: | 


dom, the Lord affiſiing, 1 would be a Quaker the firſt thing Ido'; Bu 
if I'turn Quaker I muſt go againſt my conicience, againſt my experience, 
againſt the Word of God, again the faith and praftice of all che Saints, 
Fdo utterly deſpair: of Salvation, and give iny (elf up for an Apoſtate, 
and' a Rebel-traitor againſt*Chrift and the name of God. | L do not un» 
dertake to open' the 'blind eyes , and give grace to dead fouls, and 
takeoff the ſcales of ignorance and delution which be upon fouls hard- 
ned in' vice: and (ertour. That pertaineth” to' God, and to the 'Ho 

& Spirit, under-whom we labour. But to all' whoſe eyes are opened Id 
not doubt- but the ſaving truths of Chriſt will meet with reception, and 
fuch as qr wh es eyes HO his word, 

I lately publiſhed a fma inſcxibed A Skirmiſh againſt Quaker» 
i/m, laying hold upon a poſition of Filiam Penne, to Ehich get 
given his'anſwer, which he calls The Skirmiſher defeated : In'which he 
charges me with many foul things, and particularly that I have miſ-ſtated 
his words, and-miſtook his fenle, and fathered that upon him which he 
doth utterly-diſown, and in ſumm that we both agree in one, ſave that 
have done him wrong, nid ſhamed wy fo and fo deſerve no ſmall 
blame.” 1 am under a {irong nece(ity to be as fort as I'can,, and. m_ 
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*foreT ſhall bend my endeavour to paſs by every thing but what I needs 
muſt mention for the opening and confirming of the truth. The point 
in queſtion is, Whether JY. Pens Poſition, as there laid down, ſubvert 
the Scriptures yea or no ? . His Poſition is this, No Command in Scripture 
Is any furtber obliging npon any man than there is a conviltion upon bit cons 
ſcience. _ This is the main Point-againſt which I argue. He undertakes 
to defend his words, as I have laid them down, as good and ſound, 
Skirmiſher defeated, p. 27. And his Defence is by explaining what Con» 
ſcience it is he meapsit of, and what he means by conviction. And he 
ſays be means it of a good conſcience, confeſling that if it be underſiood 
of a bad conſcience, J7. P. is routed, if of a good Conſcience F. C. 
'is routed p. 28. By conviction he means 2 clear underſtauding andſound 
judgment, and upon right concluſious, from the manifeſtation of the Light, 
Grace, or Spirit of God, that attends. all people wboſe day is not. over for their 
conviction ant converſion to God, p. 28, Sothat if. I underſiang him,this is 
IW. Penns anſwer , and if I miſunderſtand him, I could be glad to be 
informed whereas I bave ſaid and maintained this Poſition , that no 
command in Scripture is any further obliging upon any mantben there is 4 
| convittion upon k1s conſcience; my: meaning is this, that every man hath: 8 
* flegr underſtanding and 8 ſaund- judgment, and a pure conſcience. (excip 
ralp ſuch.,as be paſt all convitiiani aud converſion.) ſo that there js not anyone 
"Command in all the Scripture, nor. any thing, at all enjoyed hy God.,; but 
every mans heart and conſcience doth aſſent to it, 1 would be glad to have 
any one te]l me if this be not: the ſenſe and naked truth of F..Penns 
words, as by him defended and explained. That this,is his ſenſe I ga- 
ther, by what follows ---:- p, 28, 2ybere the Law'is wat. kriown: there js no 
Law. Soallg p. 29- be bath the ſame words, Reſon ,affwrer, us; that 
where a Lawis not known, there is no Law. A moſt falſe and groſs Aſſer- 
tion. Again he fays, p. 31. and gives it as his defences, That x0, com> 
mand is further obliging upsu me, than as I find a convitlion in my'eqt- 
ſeience-by the Light, Grace, or Spirit of God, wits which all men ſmuld 
baze regard. | Ay ls 37- he hath theſe words +-1-» Vnleſs' my convidion 
by the grace, of Gad be neglefling the meaus of condition, as, moſt undoyhied- 
Jy.it 3s nat (it being the only way of true conviftion,) what iota of difference 
3s: there between W. Penns Aſſertion and _}. C's. Conceſſion 2. —— In this 
alſo 1 am at ſome loſs to undexfland his. meaning. I. would. fain-under- 
ſand him; aright, and what he, means by theſe words, Unleſs my.gon- 
Aion: by the grace of God be neglefting zbe means of convittion ? If 1.may 
.colle@ his meaning om the Analogy of the -Quakers faith, and 
| common 
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common opinion of the light within, this is J#. Penn (enſe, That every” 
man hath a light within bim,by which all eonviftion paſſith into the ſanl,and 
»h i light within is never negledive of the means of eonvidtion, and to put 
the matter paſt queſtion he confirms it with the word, undoubtedly, Now 
here'lyes the heart of the matter-:! F.C, grants that no man is bound 
to obey any command of God which it is-#tterly impoſſible for him to 
know and be convicted of, JF. P. maintains that there is in every man 
a light, and that this light is ever fawlty, nor is ever wanting to knovs 
its duty. FC. grants that God will never charge any.man with fault, 
where he had no due means afforded to know. the fault. J. P. main» 
tains that there is @ univerſal light, a principle of God in every man, 
which never cxreth, never doth amiſs, never faileth ro inform -man of 
his duty, and to warn him againlt every fin he ſtands bound to avoid. 
Here is'the knotof the Controverſie between us. F, C. (ayes, That the 
light within is dark, blind, a falſe guide, and taketh' part with'Sazay- 
and the ficſh, and Coach-man which fleeps, and, the 
Horſes run wood, or he*drives into Bogs and Ditches. JW. P. fayes 
the light within is moſt holy, | and never offendeth God, but is a moſt 
faithful guide, and is in all things to be mans rule, and. that nothing _ 
s a duty; nor nothing a ſin, which the light within denyeth fo to be, or 
is. ignorant of.. + Fhat:this is bis true (ſeaſe,. and the very Opinion. of the 
Dwukers, and the vexy heazt of all their Errours, 1 will x. manifcſt b 
Citations out of 1#. P's other Writings, together with this of the $ki- 
miſhen defeated, and fornc other eminent @xakers. 2. I ſhall prove it to 
bea Soul-defiroying Error, ſubverting all Religion.. 3. I ſhall take off 
alt his Prooks and Allegations .and ſeeming ;Realons,, 4. I ſhall. clearly 
ftate- the Truth as it is held by. 'us; and prove it to. be. moſt pureand 
Gund DoRtine, and wipe away all thoſe ſceming, ContradiQions that- 
he would faſten upon-it, and make it to appear that 1 am conſiſtent to-. 
my. ſelf and the Truth. 5, By all which it will appear, That the Skire 
miſh againſt Duakeriſm ſtands undefeated, and that Quakeriſm ſubvert 
oth all Scriptute and! faving' Religion, and is.a mot} infolcrable,D6- 
ne. | wn K NES 


. ' 4+ 'Concerning the Light within 'you ſhall hear what the primeſt-— 


Drakers lay of it. I will cite you one paſſage of 17. Penn's as a Rey to 
the reft; " Reaſon "agaiiit Rai A 5 wat $e" Whatever is, to be obtained 
and mijoyed within 6 ariginally-and chiefly. oſcribable to. the diſcoveritt'; 
convidtions,. and- lendinge of. abe bleſſed. Laght of, Chriſh within, throagh 
evety Generation, bowever varionſly the Principle may have been de 
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nated, as the word of God nigh, wiſdom, light, ſpirit,” &c, under the 
Old Teſtament, and light, grace, truth, Chrif, | Irit, anointing, gift of God, 
&ec. under the New Teſtament. Here I would havethe Reader take no« 
fice, that he ſeems tq make all theſe to be ſynonimous, or but various 
denominations of one and the ſame Principle. 14. Page 25. Whatever 
u more antient, more univerſal, and able to inform, rule, and guide, that 
muſt eminently be the rule, but that bas been, andis the Light within : oon> 
ſequently that has been and cught to be the rule of Faith and Prattice. 
Fag. 40. The Light within is eminently the rule, becauſe of its preſent, 
immediate and certain diretion and kuorledge, and the Scripture at moſt 
but a kind of declaritory and ſecondary Rule, and therefore ſabjet 10 the 
holy Spirit in the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriftians® G. Whitchead's 
Append. Pag. 13. The ſpeaking or living miniſtration of the Spirit of 
Truth, 3s of greater Authority then the Scriptures or Writings in the Ab- 


h "Thi ſame G. /7hitebead layes down theſe among others for the Qua« 
kers Principles. . 


Append. Pag. 39. The light of Chriſt in Man is a certain Rule and 
Guide to dire Man out of Sin and Death into the Way of Life and Peace, 
ad" for that end onght to be obeyed, Pag: 40: This Light within it that 
Eourr al Rule, extending to. Man'alwayes, or throughout Ages.. Pag. 41. The 

ly Spirit, Unttiou or Tiukng Word within (which is received by them that 
hz thereof ) i4 to be preferred as a more eminent 
and univerſal Rule than the-Scriptures, andit opens them, and brings Man 
?o the true underſtanding of #hem, and leads bim into all trnth as be obeys it. 

_ Quakeriſm a vew nick:Namee&c. Page. 32+'The only way for people 
$0 come t0.@ true fight of fincere reſpett for, ' and grounded belief in the holy 
Scriptures, if, to be turned to the voice of the living, powerful Word of 
God, from whom they came, which is nigh unto every one to dire, and or« 
der, and diſcipline to, and in that way of bolyneſs, they teſtifie of," and 


which leadrt2 eternal happineſs. 
 Fifrer inhis Trad of the Light, me Title : ----- ' Chriff s 
Light ſpringing, ariſing, ſhining forth, and diſplaying it ſelf thorow ' the 
whole World, from nnder the Prieftly tarknes wherewith it hath . been 
 elviuded and overcaſt, by the ſpace of- one thouſand +wo hundred and fixty 
Jears, in this onr Antechriftian Chriſtian World. 'Pag. 25. Who ere, thu 
rt, who-woxldit know thy ſelf, do not ſeck,thy ſelf out of thy ſelf, bur be- 
bold thy far within thy ſelf, within\in that inward \Light, . wich .in> 
.pardly goes tht diſcerning, not only of the good and perfett mind and " 
IX . 


wait in, and obey the Light 
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of God concerning thee, but alſo of thy own mind, ate ay ave is be 
and that ſo. perfetily, that concerning theſe, and even-all things pertaining 
#0.the ſalvation of. tbe. Soul, aud the Kingdom of God, with. ighrene 
neſs thereof, and \ what hereditary right thin wy e's therein, which-3s nigh 
which is within ( ſaith Chrift to the Phariſees, who Mever entred into. it J 
there is. no need that thou. ſhouldeſt. go forth of thy ſelf; .in-order to @ further 
evidence and underſtanding of .them. ;And a little before ---»-= This 
Light is @ Teacher that cannat deceive, for it is the Teftimony of 1 God: ++ ren Fi- 
nally.this light is that perfe(t law of liberty,. of which whoſo'is.u bearer and 
not agoer, he is like a man that bebolds big natural face in a glaſt, which-ſo 
ſoon as ever be hath beheld, and js gone away, be ftraitway forgets what 
manner of man be was > but whoſo lookgth into it, and continnes-therein, and 

bs nota: forgetful and. an idle bearer, bus 2 doer of abe work, this man ſhall 
be bleſſed in bis deed. $9 far Fiſper, a price Ruokers and much, more to 
the Oy purpoſe... '. k 3b + 4 

Gibſon's Univerſal lovegbeing an Epiſtle n forth y the Spirie Go 
and 4. to. be ſent to: all FW. and n where'the Lord -bath-had's 

| le to worſhip him inſpirit andiin wrath; to bexead in big pure feargn their 
Fell lick, Aſſemblies aud: private Familits, feohnle Is e Np comfort. 
Printed, 26734 Page; 194 +*5-<= This 4.01: ye-iey' pres bs 4 living 
Teſtimony, which"be eternal and. engrafted w fe (w 
in my-beart, and in the hearts of my" Ts. 
fd mnto all people upon. the” face of the 3 
Write, Print, or Speak, againſt the: Word, 4 4: ji | 
and Cbrift within Main and Womans -—2 ſays. "pl is ot able to de> 
fivoy dll Sin, - and:to ledd into'all Truths, nan al air raps | 
in its "6 areall hr and deceivers; aut falſe witneſſes » and their _ 
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"and iv* eſet Bow 'boly and blandeſs befure God; for the light is Chrift. 
= "The ound unt'foundnrion which we called kers ds lay for 
Religivg is: } wry Loy 'Thir foundation ir tabd-of God within' w, ad 
vs Ces rock of our ſafety,” and'ſd wt bold'it forth to bes 'ſare fornitation, as 
knowing tht ftrength and power of it, which defends it ſelf, that the gates 
| Lo Helteannot prevail againſt it, nor againſt us that ſtand fledfaſt upon it. 
'Pag. 57; That of 'God within w'is our only foundation, and the principle 
of our Religion, for we  kjow if is Chriſt, and being Chrift, it muſt needs 
be oply and principal, for #hat whch is only admits not of another, and that 
'\whieh\is principal is greateſt in being, and thus we know Chriſt in usg to be 
#10 us the only and principal, who was before all things, and iu whom all 
things conſt. Pag. 56. Thy inward foundation and being is unchangeable in 
tight, Vife! power, wiſdom, « and glory, full of allgoodnefs,vermue; and meroy, and 
in HPHatnre and: being it immovable. Pag. 59. This ir the meaning of onr 
jw tobring people to the everlaſting word of God in themſelves. 
reat 'deal more © might cite} W/. Penn” againft me, Skirmiſher 
feat; Pag. 4. He calls che light within the pure-and living way, and 
that the Nacho do all with one Vote earneftly recommend the light of 
of Chi her te by that manifeſts the' mind of Cbrift unto #bem, and vebe + 
;, te Hifeleſ7 Profeſſion which they fuppoſe ug. t worſhip God the 


Dna þ b ſhewing to ſoils "a more 'excelſent way, becauſe # 


more Peri ah 1d [piravul I + exhorting people to turn away 
om their bin SY x1 ducers 7 of fot, all to learn of *be | 
Es (EL eb M 
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conſcience, by the light, gr 4dr or ſpirit ofi God, untbladbick\ull men ſhout 
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guide and: teacher within him for! any . thing pertaining td:1S4i \l 
that it -is powerful to defitoy all ſin; arid V nya. Sor } 
co everlaſting bieſſednefs, that it is fall of all wiſdom; lights life, .good+: 
neſs, unchangeable, and that the motions, teachings and: commands 
of - this living Liw' ot Light within are: of greater: Aiithority: thin the 
Scriptures (fave-that to datketvrhe- matrer it is added) inthe: Abſtratte 
This-Light they call by'-various nates, God and Chriſt 1and the Holy: 
Spirit in man, the living law, rale, wiſdom, undcian, grace; the evers: - 
taſting\word, giftof God, a bearn, a feed of.God, x principle of God 
by all which they mean the fame thing. This they ay is the pure and _ 
ſpiritual way, all other wayes are but fleſhly forms and tunnings and: 
frivings in the ficſhly will ;' and' all are deceivers/that teach: otherwiſe, 
all arc deluded and undone-that believe and praftice otherwife.. - This 
is Duakeriſm , this is the Dodrine of this new ſprung Se; againk 
which F.C.-hath-made a ſpiritual Skirmiſh, and is now ready to defend 
and'prove that this is molt Antichriftjan-Dotrine,- ſubverting /the Sexi+ 
ptures and Chriſtianity, and leading, all the World to darknels;/and - 
ro be led by @ falſe lighttinto everlaſting darkne(G, whichis:the (ccond = 
thing I propoſed - Now for Proof I argue: | 4 oo ow 
- F./ That this maketh void! ajid' untrue the' Do&rine of | Adam's. fall, 
and'the'entrance of ſ{ininto the World, aid ſuppoſeth-all:man-Kind. to 
| be perfectly wiſe and holy;- and innocent,/as\Win tan before: his fall. 
Fovif every man have alight within bimia guldeand' teacher: more cx- 
cellent and perfeR then the Scriptures, thaingwgy: man is perfely wile, 
and holy, arid.innocent, and'ucretly (potlels Belore God, and ſo there is 
no fuch thing «Forigital ſin, norany furIfalliin the World, but all the 
world'is perteQly:holy before Godin) 17 1 | * 
'3 Hence-it-will follow that Chri& came into the World in-vain's 
for ifithere-be nofinthere' needs 110 Saviour, WK a} the World have 'a-per- 
fe& Lawand Tcacher-within riiore perſtt then the-Scripture,than.there 
is nodarkneſsat alliti' Man's Soul, and if no darknefs,no/fin'; and if. no 
ſin,thereneedsno Saviour; The whole workofRedemption is mate void. 
3+ Henceit will follow that the Scriptures dte-ali cafi:off;: for if eve- 
ry man haves living Scripture or Law' within hin: ajore perfect, then 
the- Scriptures without, ' thek' the Scrjptures' without are of no. uſe. 
TheA , 1Cor+x3- 10: When that which inperſeT'is: cone,” there: 
| ar# ſbalf be' dont ajvay. And. Pexn bimielt acknow- 


ledgeth; Srokeri/at'o mots nie Nome, Page 3y.. Thar nothing:edir he ruled 
by that which+r i}ffeviows #036. - m—— Ruzkers Religion is, ND 0a 
F; | F) i 
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light withins theiſiprexm; Rule, ; and;Scripture buta ſcondary and ine 
' feriour:Rule:/ 'So that-of neceſlity-the; Scripture, js quite caſhier'd, what. 
need any man go to:the'Scriptures' withqut, who hath a more perfc& 
Scripture within ? - "44.6 les 8+? to; 
4+ By this Dorine, Regeneration, and Converſion, and Repentance, 
and turning from fin to God is all made void, for this Doctrine ſuppoſeth 
all the World-to be finleſs, and needing no Repentance, no Regeneration 
no Converſion to God. IP 
5. And hence it” will follow, That-we need ro pardon and forgive- 
neſs of fin no more then 4dambefore his fall; where there is no fin, there 
needs no-pardons' Ire! | 
6: 'And hence it will follow, That there is no room for confeflivn of 
fin, and prayer for pardon and forgiveneſs, no bewailing of fin paſt, 
no godly ſorrow, no fighing and mourning for any evil thought, or 
word,' or a, for, ſay the ©zakers, every man hath a Scriptureor living: 
Law within him more holy and pure; and. a more pertc guide then. 
 theScriptures. | | | 164/10. barn *e2 ref; 
7, And hence it will alſo follow that all mortification-work is made; 
void, and firiving againſt fin, and weariſome Jabour and conflictings, 
againſt the ficſh,- and wreſtling. againſt ficſhly luſts, and .remainders of 
in-dwelling corruption. What. need. 1s there of mortification when 
there is no-fin'tobe-mortified ? and what ſin canthere. be to be mortied 
| ichio.it more excellent for guidance and di-/ 


when the ſoul hath'@ lightiwi 
reQion then the Scriptures?. + + :  $>:t51.9 FIN 
$. This Do&rine takes 'dvwn;the Office of the Miniſiry, for if all be 
perfe&ly' holy what need is there of Miniſters ? Miniſters are imployed: 
and commiſſioned to turn people from darkneſs to.light z but, fay:the 
every man hathra light within ſupream'to:the Sctiptures,and fo 
he hath nodarkneſs at all in bim to be turnedout,nor;40-be turned from. 
9. This 'Dodrine. chargeth God with injuſtice - and 'rigour-in ſen-- 
tencing all the World ta dye ; weall dye: iinfants'dye, all:dye 3 now the 
- wages of fin is death; if there were/no fin, there would be no death, fin 
brought diath upon the World; /: (2 wOUGHR: woiho0" + 


 -- 46%. This Dodtrine maketh the Sctiptures/to:he-nothing. but a bundle, 
of the-groſleft- dyes.:' The Scriptures/ſet,fotth the fall of aman,: the eqs: 
trance of fin-intethe:World; that.allithe-WorJd-is become guilty before 
God; that in {dam all have finned; and;in him; all dye, that all are by, 
nature childreniof Wrath, and heirs, of Bell, and ſlaves of. Satan, and: 
that Chrilijs corapitoi ſeck and to laxeithe loti, andithar.there is ng. way: 
Hers to 


eT 
© «< 


- 


E: -M 
| 12) | 
to God: and, true bleſſedneſs but by-him,-.and" that-:except; we: be-news: 


born'we are undone. It 'maketh, void all the Laws and Ordinances:and 
Eſtabliſhments of the Scriptures which come in upon theiFall;/; And con- 
ſequently Jeſus Chriſt would be the, greateſt deceiver, and all his Pro- 
phets, poGes, Evangeliſts, and Proriven of. Scripture; ;and: all the 
Saints lyars and deceivers z for all theſe do,ſuppoleiman fallen-and guilty 
before God: + ; TE = 

I i« This Doctrine is againſt the experience of. all-che World; which 
is full of darknelſs,fin, and ungodline(s. : The old World drowned for ſin; 
Sodom and Gomorrha burnt .up for fin, Gods people of old,and fiill are 
afflited and viſited for fin, and all. the enemies of God. ; How many falſe 
Religons be in the World ? Tyrks, Pagans, Fews, carnal Chriflians, how 
many Se&s and-ſub-diviſtons uf theſe ? what Erxours and H:riſtes and 
damnable DoQcines be in the World ? O what a fink of: ſin-and; pol- 
lation is Man: kind ! And yet the Quakers ſay, we, have all a light and 
teacher within more perf<& then the. Scriptures.-: . Find! out one-man 
in all the World ( Jeſus Chriſt, excepted ), tree from darkneGs, .ſfin-and 
pollution 3 there is no arguing againſi. common ſenſe: and;expericntice; 
we may in minner as well deny the Snow: to be. white, as afficm that 
there is any ſuch guide and teacher within man as. is; ſupream; to:the 
Scriptures. | L © | 5 eee vent 0. ATT 

12- If every man have a light within more perfe& then the Sctip» 
tures, then every man is,a Law. to himfelf,,and may ſay,.1amaboverhe 
Scriptures, I nced not to them, I am able to makea more-parke& Bible, 
J need not to any external teachings' of God, or Man. I have a teacher 
within me, which. ſayes, . Pez 3s. eminently the Rule, Reaſon agiinſi 
Railing, Pog. 40s. becauſegf its certain, preſent, and immediate, direftion 
and kaw'elgp, yl be Soripture at maſt but @ kind of ſecondary ang. dev 
claritory-Rale. 1 Ang this he {ayes is in all; . and theg we, may all: write 
Scriptures, and talk'Scripture, and be all.as ſo.many: Godsupon Earth, 
or as though we were upon Mount $3193, giving Laws. to.all Iſrael x; or 
4 though we wars makings ney Works, and giving Laws :{0 all the 
World. kia hy oP | - M6223 5; TORT ths : OE þMhu 
* 3: If this Docine he tryc, fn hg comes it to paſs that; 777 Pen 
and thoſe, hich write. againh him, cannor agree,? It he, have, 4, light 
within bimy, and T allo more perfcR than, che Scriptures, howeome we 
to fall out ? how. cone, we'to be 'ſo contrary to cach;other.im; our-Con- 
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. | Low axe wat ii M9 
hs 


" 
W 
. 
2 BY 
. f 
" [| 1D » 3 
- 
# 
ns 
_— 
a / 
- 2 4 
. - wk 09.45” 
” pe »& SR 
CP 
4 I! 
: * $25 a8” | wi; ot Sat 
" pa <itaad i 
x 3 SEP 


that the Seriprutes are. impe 
als wile unto falvation through 


Pe. _ £627 
nIto'make the man of Go perfedt throughly furniſhed tnto all Af 
works, and chat they'are Gods moſi'holy and pure Laws,” and whofo- ©! 

| PALEY MOITY tranſcribed into his heart by the ſpirit of 
God, is'a-moſt perfe& ſpotleſs may. And a heavy. wo is denounced 
again all that add;to or take Gow thife Laws of God;+, O then what 
ſhall -become' of thoſe which''take down the” whole Scripture, and 
evacuate all its uſe, and ſend us all to another Scripture within?” © 

-14- If we'muſt have a new Scripture , muſt we not have. a new 
God', and a new Heaven, and a new Hell, and 'a new Holineſs , 
and new Faith and Hope, and Charity , and .n:w Graces, and new 
Kingdoms and” Common: wealths, and new Families and Churches, 
and new Sacraments, Prayers, Worſhip and Ordinances, and all new? F 
cannot {ee but that it will ſo follow. %.. 54 

15- Our Lord Jcfus faith, Luk. r1. 35. Take heed that 'the Tight 

- . which is in thee, be not darkneſs. 


y and Rule and Guide to Heaven, is the only Way 
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Who ſhall fay that Fornication'is a fin, that Idolatry is « fin;: thas Murs 
der is a fin? For the Idokter 'may come and cite'the- Bakers Dok 
arige, that all'mep have {more perfe@ ind infallible Teacher |withins 
chem thin che! Seriptyres without 4, why'then ie-witt clearly follow-thas 
no man (an fin, that any body may d6 the grofleft*trimes and jultife 
all. For who ſhall judge him ? who'can fault him ?- where there is ne 
Law, is no Trangreſſion. *And he that fayes that chelight is the fu- 
preves Law, and neyer errcth, but js'riore certain, divine; and .infil» 
ible then the. Scriptures!” doth excmpt man from- any Eaw: but him- 
(cf; he makes him a God to himfelf, and he may do' what be wilk: no- 
Scripture can lay hold 'upon him: and if no Scripture, not God; wha: 
is the God of Scripture, For Scripture ifthe wrieten'Eaw of God, and 
if no written Law. of God layhold upon'man,” then no unwritten; Kaw: 
of God: ” and”if neither wiitten nor unwritten Law of .God bind 
man, thert he is lawleſs; he may do what'he will; and bis kuſt is bis- 
Bw 2 5-514 | | 
17. Moreover, What is the cauſe that the Scriptures muſt be caſt 
off as an imperfect Rule, and 'the Light within-prefceaed bitore thaw ?- 
did. the Scriptures eyer teach any fin? did they ever miſlcad any ſoul? 
can any foul in H:{l lay the leaft blame upon the Scriptures? 'Wherein: 
doth the light that is in W. Penn exceed that of the Scriptures * bs 
not //. Penn's Writings a Copy or Image of his Mind, and a Daaugit 
or PourtraQuyre of his Soul, and a Manifeliefion. to the World what 
kind of Light he hath within him > Now 'will 1/. Pens match. his 
Writin s with the Writings of Scripture, - or his Preachings. either, os- 
the” Sayings and Writings of any man in the World, 'or of all. che 
World'puf tagether.? Is not the Scripture: the pureſt Tranſcript'of the 
lwoage of God that'is extant in all the World * Is there any thing in.al} 
the Wopgld fo Holy as the Scriptures, abounding. with: ſuch: heavenly: 
Pootrines, (ch *uncrring. Rules, ſiich-pure Commands > Excepting, | 
God: and his Etcxnal Spiric there is nothing in the World ſo boy 
and Divine. as the Seriptutes 1 Cin we blame' the Scriptures if all 
7 rhe World be not Ye PIf any may fin, or commit the leak: fault,. 
K,90y mi 4 ant be damned, jf any man be blind, oz ſeared, 
# FOX. VIIQUS, QT. 3 | | : 
Y pure ee ; kd Fi being a” ating Eajo eontaining\ Laws yoi- 
| Lex To 1 the Wael wii "dee 00: fi. cate ou 
1 ST Acad TOC KILLS $15h, OtIGtY WANs. 
-; 18. Morcover, "How-&n itpoſfible"be; hat che light- within, every; 
; man: 
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roy. 19 > 1, is Sriptre to be blamed > Why: ſhauld Sade 
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man ſince the Fall ſhould be the Cupream. Rule. and-Guide to himſelf? 


Ar'what time doth man. come to; have.this Rule and Guide within him? | 
not: before he'is formed 'in.1the Womb, nor while he is/in the, Womb, | 
not: when 'new born'and an Infant. . We: will not ſay, That an Infanc 
hath a Rule -and Guide and Law within him ſufficient for all things, 
and above Scriptures. When comes this Law and. Rule+ into him? at 
what age ? at five, or ten, 'or twenty, or forty:years of age? tell us 
when. And if the light within, be ſufficient. to falyation, without Scri- 
pttres; andſuperivur to the Scriptures,how comes any man to be dam.» 
ed ?. how comes any man to ſin'? God is in notault, Scripture is blame- 
1:6, Satan and the World-do but entice and tempt, no man is forced 
tofin 3 all that go to H:ll goof-their own accord. Why did notthe light 
within kecp' them-trom Sin and Hell ? Why did not the light within 
keep Adam from {inning ?..Why did not the light within,xeconcile the 
fallen Angels to God?. And why did not the: light. withig reconcile 
Adam to God juſt after his Fall, and before the promiſed Seed was made 
known ? Why:did 442m and Eve flee from God immediately after they 
had Gnned?. They knew they had finned, Conſcience ſmote them, the 
light within zeprov'd them, they hid themſelves, they were guilty ; 
Why did they not/faye themſelves ? what needed a Chriſt to ſave'thetn ? 
what rieeded-<3od incarnate to be born mto the World to redeem and 
Cave man: when fallea? why did not God fay-to Adam,” Adam thou 
haſt broken'my Law, and art lyable to my wrath, but hearken to the 
that -which ſmiteth thee. for thy, ſin, . let that be chy 

make that thy Rule in all things, and obey that, and 

Arine God ſhould 
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iſh for ever. Thou- art righteons, T am guilty, I have undone my felJs 
oh I cannot ſave my ſelf, T am a loft forlorn creature, Angels cannot help 
me; 1 cannot belp my ſelf, my wife is. equally guilty with, me, we be both 
Rebels and Traytors againft Gid. Lord it is in thy bands to deftroy us, if. 
thou do, thou art juſt, we cannot but-pronounce thee righteous, the light- 
within condemns us. "The light within checks, aud ſmites, and torments us 
with bitter anguiſh, but can give us no remedy at all. Thus it was with 
Adam jutt after his Fall, and before the promiſe of the Seed of the 
Worman, and the firſt Eftabliſhment of the ſecond Covenant. The 
fame might the Devils plead, and had it ſopleaſed God, , he might have 
reje&ed all man-kind, and have granted mercy to the fallen Angels, and 
what had we been the better for the light within ? it would have ſerved 
' only for out torment to all efernity. | | 

19. In my Book again(t I. Pexn, Pag. 13. I fay, That there isnever 
a ſoul in Hell but he may blame the light within for: coming thither, 
for if the- light within were faithfuÞ to God and the Sonl, it would 
not ſuffer lin at all to abide, at leaſtwiſe not to reign in the ſoul. For 
now by Jeſus Chrift, and through the Grace of the New Covenant, (al- 
vation is not fimply and utterly impoſlible to any man in the World : 
I demand therefore, Why doth the light within ſuffer any ſoul to be 
impenitent and'pcriſh? He that is bound cohinder a ſoul from finnigg, 
and might it he would, and doth not, is not he chargeable with Crime ? 
I do grant that: God could fave all the World it he would 3 he could 
- have ſaved Fndas, and permitted Peter to periſh. But this doth not 
make God the Authour of ſin, nor the blamable cauſe of any mansdam+ 
nation. He forbids all fin by his Laws, be offers falvation to all, upon 
the condition of Faith, Repentance, . and a Holy Life. He is not bound 
to fave all the World. It is no injuſtice or ſeverity in God to puniſh 
fianers for their wilful obſtinacy and impenitency, and let them have 
Hell for their Juſts, ſince they would in no wiſe part with them. So 
that God is no way acceſſary to the fin and damnation of any, though 
he permit it, Bat now every man 1s under Law to Gad, and the 
light within being a part of man, and belonging to his ſoul is under 
Law to God together with the ſoul-to keep the toul from fin, to guide 
the ſoul to holineſs and bleſlednels, to be a faithful] Guide and Moni- 
four; and Infiructor. to the Soul, under God, and (together with the 
Scripture, and all ſubſervient means, and by no. means to. miſlead the 
foul, or ſuffer fin ro dwell in the ſoul. Bur the light within not re- 
garding its charge, ſuffers one to ” a Twrk,, another to be 2 Jew 

' ; anotner 
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another tobe a Pagan, 'another to be a Worldling, another to go to 
H:!! by Pride, another by..Luſt, another by Hypocr fie, If the light 
within did butido its duty faithfully, the ſoul could riot remain impe- 
nitent, | It is therefore a-great errour to fay,' That the light within is: 
faultleſs and innocent before God. For though T' grant that it. is not 
the underſtanding only or properly which ſinneth, but the man, yet 
the undcritanding and ſo the light. within.is particeps criminis, the whole 
man is guilty 3 'as when @ man tells.a Lye with his tongue, or commits 
Murder with his hand;we do not ſay,that the tongue ſinned,or the hand 
fined, but the- man {inned with his tongue, and with his hand, :and 
both tongue and-hand muſt ſuffer: puniſhment: fo when a 'Drunkazd 
is drunk, when Fudas betrayes Chritt, when Peter denyes his Maltcr, it 
is the tault of the man, and (o the whole man is guilty before God, and 
conſequently _the light within is criminal before God, For the light 
within did not {mite eff, tually, did not. guide the ſoul right ; the 
light 'within had a charge ro keep the foul; and- did not, bur played 
the part 'of an ignorant unfaithful and fl.epy Watch-man, and ſuf- 
fered . the waxriour and doſtroyer of tfou's to go away with the 

ſoul. | 
20. Liſily, And in a word, the ©zakers Doctrine herein is direR- 
ly contrary to the Fundamental Law of ſelf-denyal, withont which u9 
+411 can be Chriſts diſciple , Luk. g. 23. you muſt deny-your ſelves ſaith 
Thrift in your deareſt things for my take and the Goſpels : You mutt 
in all things, faith the ©aker, make felt your Rule, make the light 
within thy guide in all. things, it is all one as to lay, make the light 
within thee, which Chriſt faycs is darkneſs, thy ſupream Rule and 
Gaide, make this- thy Scripture, (thy Teacher, thy Warrant, thy Rule, 
and do in all things*according to-that light that is in thee, and juſtitic 
all.by the warrant of the light within-thee, It is.the dreadfulleſt judg- 
ment inthe world to be given up to -the blindneſs of a mans own 
mind and yet do FF. Pens. and the.reft of the Quakers make it the 
very. ſoul of all their Religion., and the very. ſumim. of” all godli- 

nels. | t | WE 
L ſhall-now in the third place anſwer and take off: all the ſeeming 
force of the Adverſary.againtt this that Ehave faid, and all the irenigth. 
which they bring for their Opinion; and/fo give farther and more abug- - 
dant light tothe point inhand. 75477 el IOIECH | 
* 0hbj. x. Firſt they urge and argue that that which-is,moſt ancient and 
moſt uviverfal; '*and maſt''to inform, and-Tule, and guide, - that muſt 
| | | re * eminently. 
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eminently be the Rule : but ſo hath been and Qill is the light: within 
Gith 1. Penn, Reaſon againſt Railing, Pag. 25. | | 

Anſw. This reafon quite overthrows the light within from being 
the Rule to man ſince the Fall; for it is certain, beyond all diſpute, 'that 
truth is before errour, and that before fin came: into the World there 
was holineſs 2nd ap pmag was firſt holy and fpotleſs, and then he 
fell from God :. by the'fall his light is become darkneſs, his wiſdom 
blindneſs, and he cannot be a Law, and Light, and Rule to himſelf, 
becauſe of his imperfedion, Man mult have a perfe& and true Rule 
to go by, but the light within is now'become moſt weak and imper- 
fe&, and God hath ſet up Jeſus Chriſt to be for a light and pattern to 
all the World 3 and God hath given forth his Scriptures to be for a 
Platform and Rule to all the World, And though the Scriptures were 
not writ till many years after the. fall, yet being writ they are'a tran- 
ſcript of the everlaſting Law, Righteouſneſs, and Truth which was 
graven upon Adam's mind by the Creatour, and with which the ſoul of 
Jeſus Chriſt is repleniſhed. The Scriptures do contain that perfe& Law 
of liberty, reQitude, and purity which is everlaſiing, and which was 
before any fin was in the World.And the light within fallen man may no 
way 'compare with:the light-that isinithe Scriptures, the one is perte&, 
the other 4mperfe&,.:the one is mingled with darkneſs, the other 1s alto* 
gether: light-: God'is light, and Chriſt is light, and ini him'is no'dark- 
neſs at all.” And God hath given forth the Scriptures as his perfect. 
Law or Light under him and Jeſus Chrifi, to be a light to fallen man, 
that the brighter light might rule the lefs bright.' To the Law 41d to the 
Teſtimony : if they ſpeak,not acchrding to theſe, it is becaitſe no'light is in 
them, "Ita. 8. 20- Hthe'light within every man, every drunkard, evety 
Atheift, every carnal wretcht were iore perfe& than the Scriptures, - we 
would ' fonour it 'and extol it above the Scriptures : but ever ſince the 

fall of man,the law and light within is become darkne(s in all the unrege- 
nerate, and they walk in darkneſs, and by converſion they are turnzd 
from 'mward darkneſs tothe'true light, and: toithe 'Scriptures, and: to 
holineſs, 'and- ſo:they come to have a/tmeafure of 'amcient, primitive, and 
holy "light formed within'them'; "but ſtill the Scriptures do excel for 
"gon and brightneſs, and glory all the light that is in regenerate fouls, 
who do dayly pray, opex thou mine eyes, that I may bebold wondrous things 
ont of thy Law 3 and labour more and more to hive the Scripture-Laws 


” 


\% 


moxe fully uid fairly4yritten upon their fouls © by 01d gb 
'Obje 2% Wi Peny argues, that which gives me to underſtand my Rule, 
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muſtbe greater then my. Rule. The light within imforms us ofour Rule, 
. and therefore, faith he, it muſt be ſuperiour to it, and moſt eminently the 
Rule, Reaſoragainſt Railing, Pag 39, 40+ 2 

Anſm, This: reaſoning is unſound: For, 1.' Though it be truc that 
without the light within we could. not come to know the Scriptures at 
all, it will not thenge follow, that the light within is more perfc&t then 
the. Scriptures : For I reaſon thus, It I had no Jighe withia I could not 
know that there is a God [will it therefore follow that bccauie the 
light within tells. me there is a God, that therefore it is Gud, and above 
God ? if. 1 had no light witiin I ſhould be a Beaſt, every man born into 
the World is a reaſonable Creature, and fo much reafon., fo much 
light, without whch he could know no more of things moral, rational, 
and divine pertaining to vice and vertue then a Baſt : but will it hence 
follow,” that- becauſe a man' is not a Beraf}, that therefore he is:G9d, and 
above God  _ = | &E, ts 1243 $63.40 

2+ Internal rational light, and Scripture-light ate both from. God, 
and ſo far as the light within-guides to God, and Scripture, and. a' Holy 
Life fo far it is part of our Rule, and goes to underſiand our Rule, 
and there is an agreement between Scripturc-light and-right-ſolid rea- 
fon 4 the light within ſoar as it is ratioval; and regular, and: doth not 
miſlcad the loul, muſt be acknowledged to. be Gods light, and-Gods way: 
or means of helping us to underftand: all things 'bgth in Scripture. and 
out of | Scripture, which require reaſon and the exerciſe of ' the: mind 
to know'thum. Unleſs. we had ſome rational light we were no mens 'if 
we . were no men we could neither know: God -nox Scripture : being 
men our'reaſon or light within mult ob-neccſlity-be a guide or_iatxodu- 
Gian, (0. rational, knowledge. to underſtand that we axe, men-and.not 
God, and: that we are fallen {inful creatures, and have-loſt our way.to 
happineſs, and mui have (ſome other guide and. teacher belides gur ſelves, 
and the light within left in us after the fall, or we ſhall: err, ; and il-be 
inthe dark. : i Eos tartteb ect diowys''t bas 

3+;.It is to be conſidered, That 4dem by his fall, did not ceaſe to; bea: 
man he: loſt the light. of wiſdomand tell- intodarinelss he; loſt his holi- 
neſs, and became unholy, he loſt the perfeQion of his underfiinding and 
all. bis powers, and became blind and irgpotent, yet he,remained a man, 
and God left in his ſoul, conſcience, which,, though exceedingly maim- 
ed and ggrcupted, yet ſtill, there is a conlFience in.man, by. which, he is 
capable of knowing good and-evil,: and he hath.ao.inclinatiog/;or .pou- 
dis Harwre; inclining him. to. deſire; happineſs 3, no man ould be un» 
; | X apPY 5. 
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happy + all mendo naturally defire to be happy: Chriſt doth not.come- 


into the World to make us men, but to make us holy and bleſſed men;- 
he did: not dye to give us natures, or natural ſubſtances diffcriag from. 
bruits, but he came to heal us of our vicious, natures, and unholy quali-" 
ties, and for that end he himſelf is b:come, our ſupream pattern ard” 
Judge, and hath by his ſpirit tranſcribed his image mcſt perfe&ly upon. 


the Scriptures, which are as his ſeal, and ſo in impreſſing his Image 
upon ſouls he doth fiamp-and impreſs his divine and ſacred Laws upon: 
theirhearts, and, doth (weetly and molt powerfully conſtrain and enable” 
all his Saints to live after theſe Laws; and to make them their Rule and* 
Square, till: ſuppoſing the light of reaſon and.che rational <xercile of onr” 
faculties as neccflare to the right underſtanding of our. makers will, whe-- 
ther written or unwritten,. whether related to us by Scripture or by any, 
vther way. | | | 
4 For- it is Gods will declared and . manifeſted to the ul'which is- 
the ſupreatn Law, And neither the Scripture excluding the light 'With-- 
in, nor the light within excluding the Scriptures ave ths compleat and* 
adequate rule of mans life, but whatſoever it is that God hall make 
known to be/our duty. we mult do it, whether it be by Scripture or by 
any other; way. - I had been.a duty. to fear God though Scripture had” 
never id it» It had been-a fin. to ſic], murder, and. commic"un- 
cleauneſs,: though God:had never given. forth theſe Precepts at Mount 
$514i, . And-now that God- hath put; the ſame into wtiting, "they 
are--obliging upon: all to; wtiom. the notice or. knowledge of them 
ſhall come ,* or the -due means, of. knowing them. ſhall be. afford- 
6 913.94.0.4' bc ood; 19975 -{ HORS 
5+ We do not therefore deny. the light within rightly taken, nor de- 
ny. the-neceſlity of. conſcience and conviftion in; order to the right 
praciſing of our duty, we do not teach blind obedience, or worthip 
to-an unknown God, nor do-we deny-a right informed ' conſcience to - 
be. mans rule. We maintain-thele two things :. 4 | 
.- F» That.every man is bound-to, know. his makers will ſo far.as God 
hath given-him due means; of knowledge :.-and where. the, cafe is (6, 
that Gods will .cannot-be; known-by.tne,. though I do my. uttnoſt to 
know it, there' ignorance is.no-lin, nor will God in judgment charge 
the foul; nor will-conſcience rightly informed (mite the ſou). MEEe: 
./2s We allo-ſay;: That when-a man aRs he is to at knowingly, and 
is to. prapound into bimſelt; wiſe and right ends. And ip caſe the con- 
ſcience err, the ſoul is intangled in a kind of neceſſity of ſinning : _ 
| | ; 1. It 
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- ?x,*It is a'fin to'go againſt"conſcience miſguided ftante dictamine, not: 
| I it (elf, and fimply confidered, but fo to: me: 1 do by: mine own 
fig-intangle, my ſelt in a neceſſity of 'ſinning,''in caſe I go againſt my er- 
roneous conſcience. . 2, And I fin if in' this cafe I goaccording tomy! 
conſcience 3 {o that whether T'do or do not, Tin. ''Tt is fin to follow at 
' blind guide, and to hearkeu to anerroneous confcience. It is ſin to go 
againlt an erroneous conſcience, not ſo in it ſelf, but ſo to me, be- 
cauſe I ſuppoſe my conſcience to be right, and though indeed it be er-. 
rencous and deceived, it being more 'then-I know,. it'is to me quoad 
boc, by reaſon of my errour a kind of Law fo that there is no- way. 
-in this caſe to avoidi{in, but to put away my- errour. I am bound by 
God to put away all errours,' and I am not to_ make a God of my con- 
ſcience, but God muſt be my God, and conſcience muſt be Gods fervant 
upder. Law and Command to Gad :, and if conſcience make new fins 
and duties, if conſcience caſt off Gods Laws, end be blinded and' hard- 
ned, .and* will not'be obedient to'God,  #nd'to homage'to his: Laws and 
Rules, 'and be obſervant of alt dury to'the-moſt ſupream King, ſo far 
conſcience .is. a rebel and traitour, and the light within is a blind guide, 
and:Gods Laws and Commands will ftand, thouglv\conſcience be cor- 
rupt..- But in a}l caſes where conſcience'is-right informed, and oblers 
veth ;its. Matters rites, Widproteedeth'according to right; it'is to-ba 
oye as Gods Vice-gerent 3 and to rebet againlt the light in. the con- 
Clence, and, wiltully go againlt fies' diQtates is to "affront" God, and 
provoke him to-forſake our conſciences, and give us up to the mot 
dreadful judgment that can''befal a''man- in this World, and. that -is 
a ſreaxed conſcience, and, a heart forſaken by God, and given up to all 
uncleanyels. * And this brings me to the'fourth thing : *_ * 5/7 + 
' 4+. And that is che right ſtating of Scripture-and Confrience,: and 
the Light within, and to' make it appear that I am conſiſtent:to-the 
truth, and to my ſelf ; for by this.T make God the ſupream Judge and 
Law: giver, and all are to 'be obedient to God-in-all things, and what- 
Gere God ſayerhvpon man; whetherFby Seriptyre-or otherwile, 
nan 15ſt bourid ra know it, and" then'to doit; "and he'cannot: be ig- 
norant of his Makers will: wittidut fin,” I gratit'that where is-no Law 
there is'no "FranſZtefſion, ' bat Tdo ok Home> 5 pr W.:Penn 
faith, That "where. 1» Law Bnown thert's no Trayſpveſſion,: int his Book 


- 


28410 tme twice, Pag. 28, 29. for my negle& to know:doth not make 
Yah 998 Lav, 1 eight Know if T well 3/'in fuctveale iny-very igno+ 


xance19'line 


Con» 


La}; "IM 
.. Conſcience then is a Rule, but yet a ſubordinate miniſterial Rule, 
which is no longer to be adhered to then it felf_adhereth to God and to 
his Laws and Rules whether written or unwritten, graven in Scripture or - 
graven in the Heart,all the while Conſcience doth 1s duty,andtranſgref; 
ſeth not the rules and bands preſcribed to'1t by God,; the God and 
Ruler, and Jadge of Conſcience 3 Conſcience is to be molhfumly ſtood 
to, and we are rather to dye, and loſe all the World, than wil-- 
fully and adviſedly in any thing go againſt-right informed: Conſcience, - 
The leaſt fin is not to. be done to fave our lives, and all oux worldly cn» 
joymeEnts. ; By: 4 — | 
Gods Law graven upon the-heart 4s as truly his Law fofaras-it is rev 
ally in theheart,as the Law of the ten Commandments graven in Stone, - 
and as the Laws of Scripture for it is nut the writing in the Heart, . 
and writing in Tables of Stone, and with Ink and Paper, in Scrollsand 
Books which doth make avy ſubſtantial difference, though it muſt be 
acknowledged tu be an exceeding great mercy to have Gods Laws put 
into writing outwardly, /tera ſcripta manet 3. but it is the writing and : 
impreſſion of Divine Laws upon the heart which is the choiceſt mercy - 
and ſaving to the foul. Gods Laws do not ceaſe to be Laws becauſe 
written, nordo they. ceaſe to be Laws becauſe nat writtenz written and + 
unwritten, they are Rules and Eiwsby which man.is to rule and govern + 
himſelf in alF his wayes 3 and Gods Laws do never clafh, truth is ever: 
one, and conſonant to its ſelf ; And we are not to. interpret Gods writ- 
ten Laws to the extirpation, aboliſhment, denyal, or diminution of Gods * 
unwritten Liws 3 not arc we toimagine Gods Laws gravenin the hearc 
to contradict and crols his written Laws: right reaſon-is not againſt - 
Scripture, nor is Scripture againſt right re«ſon , if any rcpugnancy. or - 
contradiction ſeem to happen between right reaſon. and Scripture, it is 
through us, and the errour and darkneſs that is in us, who pervext ous 
reaſon, and wreſi the Scripture, and ſet together by the ears two jnſe- 
parible Twins or Daughters of the ſame Father, for both are alike from - 
God,- and theretore we . plainly fay, and teach, and deliver-it/to-the 
World for the conſtant Dodtrine of all our Churches, ; that ſo far as the 
light within and reaſon in man is Gods gift, and leadeth 'to God, and - 
is of 'his planting in us, it is good and excellent, and. we. do praiſe it, 
and do count, it a hainous fin to-vilifie it, and to go againſt it: And we 
ſay, That every man, even the worli of men. hath, a light. within him, 
and. lo we (ay, That fojw Chrift # the true light which dnlighteneth every 
manthat cometh inza the world, Joh» 1. 9, And-there is no man age 
| V1 
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void-of all rational light, the moſt wicked man is yet a man ; the moſt 
Cearcd conſcience is yet'a conſcience 3 the moſt blinded foul is yet a foul, 


which no Bruit or irrational Animfl is. And we ſay, That though / , 


no wicked man be a godly man, and there is a light inall godly people,” 
which is not in any ungbdly* people: a godly man dying he and his 
light go to Heaven an ungodly man dying he and his light go to Hell, 
becauſe he r«fiſteth the light, both the light of Scripture and the light 
in his mind and conſcience; yet among wicked and unholy people» 
ſome are more wicked, ſome leſs 3 ſome have more darkneſs in them, 
ſome leſs, but in all of them the darkneſs prevails, and that is the rea+ 
fon why they walk in darkneſs, and are called darkneſs up and down 
the Scripture 3 and Saints are (aid to be turned from darknels to light. 
And the Lord hath ſhined into the hearts of all his Saints, giving them 
the-light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chrili, ' and fo Chrift dwells irr his Saints by Faith, and is in them, and 
them only the hope of glory; and the Lord dwells in none but in 
humble and contrite hearts : but as for the wicked and unregenerate, 
Satan the firong man armed dwells in them, and Chriti ttands at the 
| doorof theit hearts knocking, and they will not let him in, and they 
make their belly their God, and live without God and Chrift, and hope 
it} the. World, and the light that is within them is darkneſs. And 
this brings me to the laſt of all, and that is to evidence, and make tma- 
nifeſt, That the Skirmiſh againſt Duakeriſm ſtands undefeated, and that 
Duakeriſm (ubverteth all Religion. This I ſhall clear under two Heads, 
T.-Ot DoErine. 2. Of Practice. | 
r. 'For Dodrine : The ſum of all Qzuakeriſm is, in all things hearken 
to the light within, chis maſt be thy rule and guide, and not the Scri- 
ptures:; thou mull prefer the drawings, teachings, motions, guidance, 
and counſels of the Holy Light within thee befere the Scripture, and 
- that the light within thee ſayes thou muſt do. This is their Do» 
rince 

* '2. This Do@rine they ſecond by their PraQtice: Gibſon the @uaker 
before cited, writes an Epilile to all the Flock"of Chriſt, as given torth 
by the” ſpirit of God, to be read-of all as divine and coming from 
God, and to be obeyed by all under pain of Damnation ; and the ſum 
of- all hiz: Book 45:t0 (end all people to the light within, as though this 
were (God 'andsChrift, and the Spirit and Scripture. The light with-- 
ins firſt andvlft--with 'thetn;,” 1." Pen, Reaſon againſt Railing , 
Pip. 109. 4aith,: We" Qumikers') can teftifie from the Spirit, by which 
| Paul 
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Paul renounced cireumcifion, that Baptiſm and the Lords. Supper are 10 be 
rejeted, as not now requizets neithay Fave they, finceubt falſe Church eſpou- 
ſed and exalted them, everbeen taken up afreſh by Gods command, or in the 
Jeadings of the eternal ſpirit. :S Saniar amor tos 

My time-and buſinels will not allow me to compile together -Quiota- 
tions out of their own Writings, which they give forth as coming from 
the Spirit of God, and all are bound to hearken.to them, as we are to 
the Scriptures, and-to make no difference at all between them and Scri. 
ptures. For whatſoever is given forth by the immediate inſpiration of 
God for a Lzw, DoErine; or Inſtitution toſonls, for them to read, hear, 
- -meditate and walk by, is tothoſe fouls and to all whoſe daty it is to bz 
acquainted therewith as truly divine, and from God as Scripture. - They 
-condernn all that are gon before them, that were of our Faith and 

Converſation, they condemn all the. reformed Churches, and all Chri- 
fiendom that agree with us in Faith, in Worſbip, and godly Life. . They 
utterly ſcparate from'all Chriſtian Congregations amongſt. us as unholy 
and polluted, They count all our Worſhip polluted, meerly out-fide 
and.in the fleſh, and themſelves to be the only true worſhippers of 
God, or ſuch as excel all others, and to have found out a.more cxcel- 
lent way of ſerving and honouring God then hath been for above 1200 
years, The ſum of all their Writmgs and Teachings is tocall people 
off from the true God, and the true Chrift, and true Spirit, and Scri- 
ptures, and Miniſtry, aud Worſhipz and to turn all tothe Light with- 
in, and being preſſed to give an Account what it is, and what Lightic 
is that they do thus cxtol, they are-confounded and contradig them- 
ſelves; and each others | One while:they ſay, It, is God, and/Chyif, 
and the Spirit 3 another while they ay. it 15 not z-it (is neither, God, 
'the "created Light, nor yet a' created finit Light, or meer, effe&. of 
Gods power. One fayes, It is right reaſon, and that right reaſon is 
infallible, Pern;- Reaſon againſt Railing, 38, 39% Another {aycs, It is 
Blafphemy to call natural” reaſon, cr: cle: the ;{piric,in,man.the light, 
Whitehead Append Pags 28, One while if 15:Gody Reaſon againſt Rail- 
ing, Pag: 8 ' Counterfeit Chriſtian, Pago $6» Margin. Another” whule.-it-is 
not the entire God, ©vakeriſm a new nick- Name, Pay, 10,192, 1934238» 
and-yet they do as thily deny it. to. be! an; effect. of Gods Power, or a 
created” Light, ibid: Appendixy: Page 13, (26. \£rakeriſm' 4 new: nicks 
ame; 8c. Pag. To.” Butwwhatlocveriit is, they: Jay the (alyajzon.of all 
the \World upon this Light; within4, this-18 their, Dianay, this js that -. 
they" all agree in; they: give-it grodly Names. and. Appe}lations,..th 
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fame which be proper to God, to Chrift, and:the Spirit z we muſt not 
Pray,” nor Preach, nor do any Datygat all without a motion from the 
light withinz ſome of them both Men and Women have gone naked, 
and ſome with nothing but their Shirt and Smock upon,and all this they 
Ether upon the ſpirit of God; Thereare not a moremalignant people 
againli the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt than @zakers, they do plainly 
declare themſelves to be haters of holineſs, and all their boaſting of ha- 
line(s, and humility; and perfection to be nothing but a meer change 
of Opinion, Habit, and Speech from Tox-ing to Thonring, and a ſirich- 
nc6& in ſome ſmall things of their own ſuperſtition. They diſgrace 
Chriſtianity by their ludicrous and irrational Worſhip of God, and Wo- 
mens Pteaching, and indigeſied Preaching, and writing Books that 
have no ſavour of. Piety in them, but are. Snares to intangle the igno- 
rant, and a\loſs of time to read them z and at that rate which Gibſon, 
and Smith, and Penn's Truth exalted, and multitudes more of then 
write, it is caſte to write more Books in a ſhort time then all the Prin+ 
ters in England know what to-do with, They have no way to cry 
down holineſs but to pretend to more holineſs than God and Scripture 
- make us, and to cry down Chriſts true rational ſpiritual Worſhip, then 
by. inventing a ſuperſtitious Worſhip of their own, and chriltning it with 
the name ot Divine, and a Spiritual, and a more excellent -Way then any 
yet of many hundreds of years. 

All their zeal is for a Sc&-holineſs : they are more glad to fee a man 
ttirn ©xakey than to ſee him turned up-fide down from fin to God. 
They arc-a ſort of moſt groſs ſclf-ignorant people, many of them. of my 

-kriowledge 3-and their'pride is apparent, and their ſelt-conceit,. and cen- 
ſorious ſpirit 3 they are-groſs negicers of Children and Servants ſouls, 
and-call not upon God in their Families 3 they follow a- blind guide, a 
catnal mind, and a blinded undcrſtanding, and it leads them into groſs 
darkneſs. T appeal toall obſerving people, if the generality of Qxakers, 
ſich eſpecially as have drunk-in their errours, be not a carnal-mind- 
ed people, ſavouring carthly things, ſeeking themſelves and not the 
things of God, labouring more'to promote their Opinions then to pro» 
mote true godlineſs. | | 

'* Give me leave here, on the behalf of the truth, and to ſhame and 
dereQ the blindneſs and -hypocriſie of theſe men, to ſet before the eyes 
of conſiderate and impartial Readers the ſpirit of @zakeriſm, and to 
appeal to the experience and obſervation of. all that have known them 
knce firſt they came up. It is 'known'to many thoulands, that when 
firſt 
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firſt thee @rakers roſe, England ſince firſt it received the Chriſtian Faith 
ſcarce ever had a more godly and learned conſcientious painful Mini- 
ſiry, nor I believe moſt Chriſtian Nations ſince the Apoſtles times, yet 
what a ſpirit did then break forth in-theſe people, and what fiery ficth- 
ly zeal were they carried on with? How mute are they now towards 
then ? why do they not quake and froth at mouth now ? was that the 
fruit of the ſpirit of contrition and converfion upon them? no we 
are ſure it was not, for had it been converting grace from unholinels to 
real holineſs it would have made them new creatures, they would not 
have condenined the generation of the righteous, and form'd themfelves 
into diftin& Bodics and Congregations, and invented to themſelves a 
new holineſs : Was there no holinefs before in the World ? had Chriſt 
no Church upon Earth ? had henone in England ? was it fopolluted as 
that they durli not abide in it ? Have they now attained to power, and 
ſpirit, and wiſdom, and holinefs ? And have they found peace and con- 
{olation, and is the joy of the Lord their firength ? Were they in a 
damnable condition betore they turned ®xakers, and are they now xe- 
generate, and in favour with God, and is their peace right holy peace? 
I cannot write without pity and indignation, [I pity to ſee ſuch firength 
of hidden carnality under the Law and Vizer of holineſs and pureſt 
piety : 'O how hath Satan blinded theſe deluded ſouls! they arc in groſs 
darkneſs, and conceit themlelves to be the chict illuminated ones in all 
the World, -Þ PYR9 
IF. Penn hath a high eſtcem of our Exgliſh Martyrs, Trath exalted, 
Pag. 6. But we are no way like them, we are no more like to; Chriſts 
Martyrs by his cenſure, then the Scribes and Phariſees in Chriſts* time 
were like unto'the Prophets and holy men of old. But 'if we ſhould 
turn ©zakers I ſuppoſe we ſhould all be like Martyts. Truly you* or 
the Papiſis fall far wide; for Papiſts to this day look upon us to be the 
off- ſpring of the Martyrs, and to tread in their-fieps, and to be conti- 
nuatours of a ſuppoſed Schiſm and cauſclels rupture from Rome begun 
by our fore- Fathers the Martyrs, and adhered to by us tothis day :* What 
think you'of' all the Martyrs that ſuffered for and' about the Inſtituticf 
and Obſervance of the Lords Supper ? youhave great charity and eſteem 
for them, but not fo for us.* You thinkthe Light was not riſen in their 
daycs,- and it was night with them, 'and the morning is riſen with youz 
I pray you will you rub your eyes a little better, and fee whether of the 
twain bears more reſemblance and affinity'to' the Martyrs in DoGtive 
in Worſhip, and Converſation. You think "you have the 'berter” _— 
; D 2 . a2; - oy 


of us-Pricfts.and Parſons ( you might as well call us Miniſters of Chriſt,: 
though your. term nathing, offendeth me becauſe of your fergned firic»: 
nels inlife, and ſeeming. godly Converſation. Believe it, a godly life goes 
for much with me. I do what I can Gavingthe.commor trailties of Szints 
tobe godly and.more godlyz. and Iifhnd after 811, 4-am exceeding weak;! 
and it Icould mend.my.ſelf by coming among.you, I would net-long,be 
from you :. I. would ſound.a Retreat, and gall in my Skirmiſh, and con- 
ſalt with-your Friends about the manifefiing of my Repentance,and pubs» 
liſh, a RetraQtation... But the more I wade into your opinions; the more 
Vee cauſe:to depart from them. Many of my reverend Brethren, I judge 
by this, have paſſed many a thought upon me for appearing, in Print, and 
engaging, my.tmall-ſtrength againſt you and the men of: your way : and. 
many. Carnal ones: that. agree with me in opinion, and difter from. 
you, yet can rejoyce and be glad if any (hew of Conquett appear on 
your ſile, Many, would be loath to read a;Chapter in your Books, that. 
look upan you. as a very. unreaſonable, and far forſaken people. by.Ged, 
and I:xpc&:no Cenſures. too keen and diſcguraging, as of ſome of my 
Eraternity, when I think my felf ng, way/to compare with, . and (carce 
worthy to carry: their Books after thim. But are of thuſe Texts that - 
you 4 Ui youch for'your, Cayſe ſometimes comes into-my ming, there is . 
2 Spiritin. Man, and.che inſpiration of the A'mighty givech-undertjand- 
ge... "4346 ft b4CP: | | @ 
Many People are greatly miſtaken in Holineſs. Right holjneſs is of 
God's making. It is more cafe to obſcrve Man's hohncfs. than God's. 
_. +; The,Scribcs and Phariſcs thought Chriſt himſelf nar Rri& enough ons 
the-Sabboth day, . and that he was a looſe: perſon, and-too, friendly. to- 
ſinners. Give me leave tocntreat you to examine your: ſelf..I.do not; 
(ay, the Spir moves me, but my reaſon prompts. me to it, and it can» 
doyouno' hurt to. ſearch and try your heart and ways- | | 
_-L.take you to be. a prime @uaker.. Think of. it what you will; I. 
would: not be in your Caſe for all the world if you-dye unchanged... I tell. 
it, you iv meekneſs.. . As youtig and as raw, and as weak as/I am, you 
will find to- your Coſt one day, that theſe Booksof yours in Print, are not 
ealing to God, it.is pity.your wit and parts ſhould be no. betcer.am-. 
oyed-:_ Repent in time , and gake heed what, you do.in defending, 
vakeriſm Toothand Nail, and think.nota change in Opinions:to, be-a 


But Be imadyert 2.lictle upon this your-maia 
* 


ore Lend, 1 ſhall yer an 2.lictle 
: apewitig aSit is/by you litateg.it ſubyerreth.all. Religions, 


; 
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I'difcern a Rub in my way, which you will be-apt to ſnapper on and-_ 
danger to hurt you, and I wottld willingly remove it, and do my beſt” 
co help your underſtanding, -as you offer todo mine. You will obje&: 
unto me, that Ido grant all ment have a Light withinthem , and that- 
the Lizhtis from God, and ſo far as itleadeth unto, 'God is to be har- 
kened/ mto, and is a part of our Rule, or given us to underſtand onr- 
Rulez how-then can it be fuch pernicious D:frine to dire People tor 


' mind'that of God withinthem? and you willfay, that if any enecrr and 


ſin, it is not the fault of the Light within, but becauſe they do not at-- 
tendtoit , asift People do not walk*according- to the Seriptures, we 


' *2zcannot lay the blame upon the Scripturcs.-- 


Tothis T'anſwer, That if you did bid People to hearken to the Light? 
within no further than it leads to: God and Chriſt; and the Spirit, and - 
the perk«-light of the Scriptures without, your Dodrine were {ound and - 
good, For whatſoever h«Ipeth the Soul God: ward is {o far good, and - 
to be hearkened unto. 'But you go a great deal beyond:this 3 {you cry 
up this Light within as the Supream Rule 3 you call it God and Chriſt, ; 
and the Holy Spirit, and the cver/altting Word in you: You give it . 
names of Blaſphemy, you ſay it is faultleſs,. and fu'l of all Goodneſs, 
and Wiſdom,- and Holinefs, -and you give: the preeminence ta it aboye 
the Scriptures, - and one of your prime-men, Smith ix his-Primmer- lays, 
that tbe light within in'all things is to be Max's Kale, and that. all power in + 
Heaven andin Earth #«n it, and you your {elf ſay that it is eminently - 
the rale of Faichand Lite,” che Scripture but a ſecondary rule, and your : 
Brother Whitehead. lays, and gives it for one. of your principles, *that the 
Holy Spirit within, or Living Word within, is to be preferred as a more. : 
eminent and univerſal Rule than the Scriptures, Append, p-:4.1»+ By Ho- 
ly Spirit within, or Living Word: within,. you mean that Light that is 
within every Man, all one and. the (ame principle reaſon againk Railing, 
Page 15+ x | 

So that by this you plainly caſt off the Seripturcs,, which'is the poine _- 
my. Book chargeth upon you, and you fet up a blind-and partial Light, 
which is rathez to be called Darkneſs And by direcing all men to be . 
lcd by-the Light within, you teach them direQly to. live in: Darkne(s, 
and to dye and periſh in Darkne(., - | 

You will fay, Thatithere is a Þrincipte of God in every man, and you 
dire&-him'to hearkenunto that, and not to the darknels that js jn him. 

Þar-ſtill-you dire& him to that as; his ſoveraign Teacher, - Law and. - 
Rule, /that'Light that is within Rims: 1 Now in every man by Nature -: 


_ 


fince-- 


_ 


' Nince the Fall, thore is.2 two: fold Seed or Principle, there is ſomething 
of- God, and ſomething of Satan, Ficſhand Spitit,. Light and Darkneſs. 
And it is moſt certain trom Scripture and, Experience, that the Dark- 
neſs prevails, and in ſome it prevails 2 great deal, more than in. other- 
ſome, ſuch as live without the pale of the Goſpel, gucls Idolaters agd 
worſhippers of Dcvils, the darkneſs is double -4n them, and you direct 
.them to no other God, Chriſt, Spirit, and rule of Life, but what is 
within. So that of ncc«flity they muſi by your Doctrine live in dark 
nels, and periſhin darkneſs. | 
You will ay, it is no fault of the Light within, if men fin. 
Prove what you ſay. It is no fault of God, nor of Chrilt, nor of the - 
"Spirit, nox:of-the Scriptures : all theſe are blameleſs, Bur you cannot 
ſay of the Light within. Is not the ſinner to be blamed ?. Is not the 
{inner a Mani? Dothnot a Man difter froma Beaſt ? Hath notevery man 
alight. within him, . given him to be his guide, his monitour 3 if there- 
tore the:Manifin, the light withio is involved in the guilt, as being a parc 
of Man, and belonging'to his Soul. 
You will ſay, The Lightis inno fault, bccauſe it doth check and re- 
prove and-convince of itn. | 
*L-anſiver itis enough that thelight within do [mite and check, but it 
is to {mite fin out. of the Soul, and give the Soul no reſt day nor night 
in fiv, and'this the light doth not. Butiwe plainly (ee that the Light 
within is not faithful and plain,/and univerſal, and conliant in its ſmi- 
tings. The Drunkard is dead drank in his fins, and the” light within 
lets himalone, or ſmites himto ſmall.purpoſe, and ſo the worldling, and 
proud, and fleſhly liver. eV 
"What though the Light within be not altogether aſleep, how'is it 
faithful and right awaken, if it ſuffer the finner to fin, and dye, and pe- 
riſh forever, Though the Coachman be not drunk, nor aflecp, yet-it he 
do not keep the Horſes -in, and drive firaight on, if he fluffer them 
through negle& to go wrong, or to run wood; he'is faulty. : If you 
Act a man to watch-your houle, though he ſtand there all:the while, yet-" 
if he permit the Thief- to enterin, ke hath not done -his duty faithfyliy. 
You will ſay, Then why hath God given to Man fo impertc@&aguide, 
and how doth this clear the Juſtice and-goodneſs of 'God; to leave Man 
tobe. thus guided'by a partial blindinfufficjent guide: : (-CRLWY 16-2 
The Anſwer is plain-and anfwerable; God at tfifftimade Man holy, 
ableto guide. himſelf; 'Man,by his ſin hath deprived hinaſelf of His 'frti 
holy and happy/Eſtate: - Yet the' Lord in pity and mercy to Man, heth-- 
: | p made 
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made a new Covenant, that if man repent and turn to God by faith in - 
Chriſt and live « (curing godly life he ſhall-be ſaved. And-all this 
is plainly ſet down in the Scriptures, fo that to us Chriſtians we are 
not without 2 ſure and moſt perte& guide and rule, mW 
But how then comes .the World to. wander as without a'rule and 
uide? And how Is it that Chriſtians having perfe& rule and guide, 
cl ſo .much differ among themſelves, and. for all the Scriptures arc 
ſo perfc&, they do not end mens Controverſies and errours about. 
them ? | | | 1: alfa 658: 
Is the Scripture in fault? If blind Men cannot ſee is there no lightin 
the Sun? There was a time, when Chriſt was inthe world, was he not 
able* to decide all matters ? But they put him todeath, people would - 
have a living Judge to decide all controverſies, the Papiſts are-for the- 
Pope, and the (Quakers would haye every man'to be intallible'; andto 
have a Scripture in his boſom to decide all. doubts, when both ſides'do 
'but counterfeit. For let men put away their vices and wickedneffes,and 
Scripture with ordinary and common helps will ſuffice through the 
Grace of G2d, But while the world ſands, and there is any of Cazxs - 
race in the world, blind, ſenſual, worldly, and proud ungodly fouls, and-- 
ſome that are humble heavenly and ſincere, there will bea decifion : - 
ſome will be for God, and ſome for the fleſh; ſome for the-Wotld, and * 
ſome for Heaven men call: fox more light to know the:trtth; and they - 
cannot endure the Scriptures, Chrili, and his Saints, becauſe” of thac 
galling truth that ſirikes at. the heart: of their dear and profitable fins. - 
gory accuſe the Scriptures of darkne(s, when the darkneſs.is:inthem-- 
' {clves. | 
It is not the office of the Scriptures to be the Spirit, but to be our 
rules according to;which.we [are to walk. The Spiritof God only can 
open the eyes of our minds to. underſtand the Scriptures, and'to cure 
us of our blindneſs. The Holy Ghoſt hath his. part, che: Scripture its 
parc, reaſon or the. faculty gt mans ſoul or. the light within: hath its 
Patt. Weare to wait upon; the Spitit.of God.and intently Toy 
that he wowld ,xcmove our blipdnels;/ and; open'cur undcifianding; und 
take away all the. darkoels, of qur'minds; and+anoint the” eyes of our 
ſouls with his eye ſalve, that. we may ſee and diſcern Spiritual things. - 
Itis no diſparigment. to; oux,; wyle-that: it- is not God. Nor is iteny 
diſparagment to God and, the Spirit that _ he" gives uslaws and written | 
rules, 'and_' commands. oh opuackhces meditate in thefejand"te-live 
cording to. them, Rig it (is. great metey-and *condeſcenſion tb have 
Jaws nd rules fo plain, ſo Holy and good : all which through the 
: hclp 
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help of Gods Spirit we may come to underſtand , believe and praQiſc 
{o far and -in fueh ſort ' as God for Chriſts ſake will accept to eternal 
-Salvation and give us the reward of eternal life [7 
'To theſe words of mine cited by you p. 34-my meaning is no more 
- but this; *that if no command 'be any further obliging upon any man 
then there-is a conviction upon the Conſcience, then where Conlci- 
ence-is blinded, ſeared, and hardned, as in Pharaoh, Rabſhekah and 
* others, Conſcience may come and ſay, who is the Lord ? I deny him 
and his Commands. And where. I ſay that God and Conſcience, will 
.riever {mite for abſolute impoſlibilitirs, the meaning is apparant'of , a 
.right informed -Confcience. In fhort,-God 'is the Lord and fupream 
. .Lawgiver to «Conſtience. 'If Conſcience be ignorant erroneous and, 
wicked that is no fault of Gods. * God requires. of no man' ablvlate and: 
-tutal impoſlibylities. It is fin to be.ignorant and unconvinced 'of any 
part of ones duty where we might know if we were not wanting to 
-OUT {elves.. gc v Its; 50 7 | F 
Thoſe who cry up the light within every min to be the ſoveraign 
-Rule to all the World, and Teach, and" Preach, That the light within 1s 
 Mansdureſt and chiefeft Rule and Guide inall things to ſalvation, ſubvert 
the Scriptures, ;and all Duty both to God and Man, and make no Man 
in theWorld under any Law to-God, but every Man is thereby made a 
- (God to himfelf;” and every mans Luſt his Law.” This is the @zakers 
-Doarine, direaly contrary to true Chriſtian ſe!f-denyal, fo that all 
.pcople,. who have any fear of God; ſhould deteſt ſuch Do&rine, and 
all ſuch Writings as 'do broach it, ought to be ſearched. out, and 
made away, as containing Soul-poyſon , and moſt intolerable Opini- 
- ONS | ; i 20. 2-0 


=o wih yur bloryTxcher, beta i; 300 ths wil ſay 
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uot darkneſs 3 and if the Light withia thee be darknefs , how great is that -- 


darkneſs # And if any Sore or Sicknels befall you, ſeek tothis God with- - 


in you, this Chriſt within you, this Spizit within you, this Law, 


and Light, and Living Word within you, for, faith: the ©zaker, all ' 
Power in- Heaven and Earth is in it, and he that hearkens to any 


other Teacher,. and is ruled by any other Guide but this, is undone for - 


EVETe- 


- their opinion of the Light within jt will thence follow that every man 


is. perfect and infallible, as we do charge them fo to hold ( @yakeriſar - 
a-new nickname, Pag, 239, 240;) but that all who'are lead by. it, are - 
ſo far perf. ct, and infallible, and no further,-and that only the principle. . 


in it (elf is pure, perfe, and unerrable, and-Reaſon againſt Railing, 


Pag.g. We ( Quakers) are willing to lt the Controverſie lyehere, that- # 
the 2akers own, promote, andaſſert, that the life of God which is the - 


lightof Men, with which-every man. is enlightned, -is ſufficient to- e- 


verlaſting Salyation. And the ſum of many Pages there-is, thar, the--- | 
light within is blamele(ſs, Pag. 18.. he confefſes Man to'be faulty, bur. - 


I will-not conceal that the Bakers by I. Penn do deny that from-- 


not thelizght within, He makes, and ſo do all the @zakers make every - 
- man to-havea light. within, and this light to be utterly blameleſs.: So - 


that what ever ſins and abominations men run into, the” light withig 


is.utterly blamelc(s, and no way partaking in the crime, nor any way 


chargeable with Guilt. In this lies the heart-of the Contraverſie. . I 


this be truc and ſound the Quakers are in the right. If this be fo, all 


that I have here Writ againſt them, as alſo. what is alleadged in my- 


Skirmiſh.all falls to the ground : and I will confels my (elf utterly De» 


feated, and to haveloſt the Day.  Butif Iprove the light within-to be. 


culpable, and tohave-a hand in the Damnation of all that are Damned, - 


and fo: be-chargeable before God with Man's fin and deſtruQiofs, then - 
W.-Peun.and the @xakers Cauſe is utterly rauted, and I have clearly 

and unanſwcrably Conguered,or rather the Fruthby me through the help = 
of God is made appaxent,. and: the Quakers light within, -is proved.to -- 


be darkneſs... 


- 1. Firſt, Ido here ſuppoſe asmoſt certain proved by me. abundantly . 


elſewhere, that the light within is neither God nor Chaiſt, and that it 


is teal Blaſphemy- to ſay, that, the light in cvery man is God. 


2-. This granted, 1 ſhall here.unanſwerably clear and prove, that e. 


4 


* whatever fn is committed by any, man the light within is guilty, and is - 


partaker in the Crime, 


Arg. 1+ If the whole. Man be guilty, then every part is, and con-+ _ 
RL W- fequently, - ey” ” 
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Fequently, if the light within be a part of Man, it is guilty, That:the 


whole man js guilty one would think ſhould need neproof. *I prove-it 
' from Theſ. 5. 23+ wherc the Apoltle' prays that we may be wholly San- 
.Qtificd, and that ous whole ſpirit, and ſoul,” and body, may be preſerved 
; B] ameleſs, ; | ; FOTES . 


* 4 


and the ſtate of the ſouland body at the RefurreHion, and in the'other 


_ © I prove it from the equity 'of God in his rewards and puniſhments, 


_ 1Werld. The- whole Man is-rewarded in Heaven, the whole man 'is 


tormented in Hell.. If the whole:mari be Damned, the whole man hath 


. -ſinned, If any. part of man were ipnocent, it could not be puniſhed, 


'bur all is puniſhed; Luk, 10-28. Both ſont and body go t0'Hell. Af there- 
fore the light within be any thing of man, and belonging to the Being 
and Creature-ſhip of Man, it partaketh with the whole man in theipy- 
— of 'Acll, and - conſequently was guilty before God in this 
Arg. 2. .Wharſoever is created by God, that is nnder Law to-God, 
'But the whole Man. is created by God, and fo is under Law to God: 
-and conſequently where Sin is committed by this” Creeture man, the 
whole man is guilty, for fin is a violation of the Law, the*Law is upon 
the whole'man, and conſequently Tin is of thewhole'man. 
:Arg- 3..In Man arc two parts, and both under Law to God, *the 
Ruling part, and the Ruled part, the light within is either the 'ruling 


.Part, or the Tulcd : but he it whether you will, it'is,involyed inthe 


guilt of Man's fin. If you ſhall ſay the light within is the ruling party, 
the commanding Power in the ſoul, then it is guilty immediately,and by 


Ie (elf, and ischief and principal inthe guilt, 'and whea the ſoul finneth, 


the light within ſinneth principally, and mofteminently. If you ſhall ſay 
the light withinis the ruled part, and is not commander 'it felf, -but an 


undergarty inthe ſoul,' or an inſtrument by which the foul doth a&, 


then whenſoever the ſoul finneth, it draweth the whole man into fin 


-withit, and fo the Light within becomes guilty by participation, 'or as 
an adherent to. the ſoul, or as an inftrument to the ſoul in 'fin. ' And 
Io the Scripture teacheth,, Rom. 6. 13. The members of the body are 


"the inſtruments of , unrighteouſneſs unto ſin. And Verle 19,” The biily 


| -# a ſervant 16 fin, and ſervah ſin. The body of it ſelf cannor finz1bur 
imman that” hath a body ferveth fin with 'his body, and fo the'body 
Fomes to participate in the crime. The fame.you may ſay of the light 


thin,” when a man fins wilfully and knowingly, his* underftandi 


+ knows thar he fins, and"though it check and fmite;, that 15 not ehobpid ; 


4 þ#& 
- 
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the: fin is thercby made more hainous; if the ſin be cotnmitted; the - "4 
uoderſtanding with the whole man is guilty.z and fo in caſe of fins of 
ignorance; and errour, or miſtake g'no part or piece of man isinnocent; 7 
Avg. 4+ Becauſe in all rationat aQs reaſon is an-agent, arid where | 
reaſon erreth it is counted the errour of him that had the reaſon» 
Objeft. You will fay, If man abuſe his reaſon, is reaſon tobefaulted ? * 
I anſwer, Reaſon -in its {elf and as ſuch is from God, and ſo.good and 
blamele(s 3 but reaſon trufted with''man, and abuſed*by. man, and 
made a ſervant to fin, and a weapon of unrighteouſnels againſi-Gvd, -. 
becomes involved-in the guilt,” as ic is'a part of finful man; when IF - 
lye with my tongue,” conſider my tongue ſimply, and in it (af, and fo 
It<isa creature'or being made by God, and as ſuch is good and blame- 
ilefs, for every creature +of God is goody 1 Titn. 4+ 4+ Gen» 1. 31, but * 
chen ag itis my tongue, and as Þ lye with it, and ſerve finwith its o + 
itis faulry,. and though the fin be in me, who ought to. rule my tongue 
better,. yet my tongue is involved in my guilt, and. is'to partake in the - 
puniſhment, | ; , | hu, 
Arg+ 5. @nd the reaſon-of all is becauſe this *creature” which we 
call man is but one entire being, the foul''is not the whole "man, nor - 
the body 'the-whole man, but ſoul and body make'one entire"man, S 
the light within is- not the whole ſoul; nor can any part of the ſoul be 
divided fromthe light, but the light within is an-eſſential Principle,. or + 
conliituent - part-of the ſoal. And the ſouk or man being. one. entire 
lump or piece, -.in all a&s of the foul which be rational the. en- | 
tire ſoul: is agent, and? when 'it aCteth well, it is the a& of the entire - 
man, and:when'it'aqeth;ill,” it is the -errour. or miſ-at df. the eR-- 
tire man. Andfince there is no man in the- world without By and 
. the far greateſt;part of the world is' damned, it-evidently follows, - 
that the light within is: culpable and guilty- either: as principle or ac-: 
ccMary, as agent or inſtrument, as a fuperiour or ruling powef- in the - 
ſou], - or as ant inferiour afſiſtingior concomitant'power. © 
Te.is not one: ſoul which ſinneth, an# another Toul which hath the 
light within; and. is: wholly: blameleſs: 'but it'i5 the fame for which 
hath the light in it, and which alſo ſinneth, If the Light within were-. 
aipringgple ſeparate from-the-ſoul; and divided from it,” and were no- 
thing ot; the ſoul;;nor- conſtitutive of this creature May, then' the fin - 
and guilt of-the ſinner. could not mvolve'the Lightas one inact with a 
But the light isan-inſeparable: Priuciple+in- ths tout, and catinvt in any- _ 
wiſe be parted-fromit, The Light goes down with the Soul I s 
| | | K3.:* _ - . for- 
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goricanerr. For as reaſon is from. God, ſo.the ſonl is from God, and - * 
where. ever a. ſoul is in Heaven, .in Earth,” in Hell, there is xeala : 


What the ſoul doth, reaſon doth,. and what reaſon doth, the ſouldoth, - | : 


"that is the ſoul and reaſon.þe cocfſential, that they make+ but ohe undi-  * 
vided a&,. and both. arc innocentvr both faulty. The ſoul cannot.a& _*; 
without reaſon or light its inflryument, which is aninborn Principle, as. 
. .old and as laſting as the ſoul,  inviolably.aud unalterably woven into it 
:by. the Creatour. And when we fay, That the light ſmiteth or con- 
winceth, \exculcth or reproveth,: it is but 'the-ſame as to ſay, the foul 
dodk.return apon it fclf;, imy heart ſmites me, I -am conſcious ito :my 
elf, 1:am convinced in my felf;” David's heart ſmate him, my conkci- 
ſcience acquits me, fo is Scripture, (is all experience, ſo do- Quakers 
.themfclves. acknowledge, Penn, Reaſon againſt Railing , Page 'g. 50 
that upon the matter it: is:apparent andickar, That the Quakers light 
Within, : which they fay is/jn every many/is .nothing: bit conſcience or 
the: ſoutof man in its eflence with its naturab-ingrayen-powers,. and © 
It is all one to ſay that everyimany hath a! light within him, : and every 
man hath a._rcalonable foul;- or a thing called conſcience within him: 
And -when they ſay, and -maintain in. all their Writings , | 
light is blameleſg and altogether innocent; and when ny man fimeth 
the: jightis alcogether faultle(s, - but the mgn-3s. faulty, it is/a 'contradi- 
Aion, and; is jult the fame as-if you'Thould: fay, that. the: man is' faul- 
ty, and he is nor faulty, 'the foul is figfuland guilty,” and it is innocent 
and ſpotleſs. So that the ſum of Duckeriſm is firlt a 'contradiction/in 
that | which they make-the foundation: of rheir:Religion, [next (it is a 
- grols'errour: contraty:ts Scripture .and the- expericnce.of- all the World 
 morethen-5000:years. They (maintdin that the-light within is: utter- 
ly faulcleſs, which:is phinly/to'ſay; '' There was nevercany:lid, nor ever 
| ſhall be, Devils and:damned- wretches, godly and uhgodly,” we. be all 
holy, ſpotleſsandunerring., - . on 309 0) 05. att 


. 


- --H pac this Caſe; -I.murder'w ran} with wy thadd withnut any other - 
inſtrument, my hand in this ceſc -is irfvolved%.in the: gailty: and (hall 
(uffer with me as being '4 member,” -and{o apart of tlic man, and the 
whole man is guilty. CUNT 128-219 

+/ I pur-this Cafe :\F murder #'man with a-Swoid or Koif-in my hand, 
Sos tire a Go#y clucted tight mer] <gnt er proveny 
Sothe Setipeures Gods cltcerndl thin inopI: vexeti anc prevent its 
che. -$oviptute' i under; 15 119-p2416/of dev But-yaw T haven 
foul which hath-in4t an *Figraven WENGERrs Rags -_ 
(1333 : | 4 1g] t 


” Tiphtorrreaſon. Every fia I commit the light-within is guilty; as:be- 


ing” my (elf or a part' of my perſon - or: catire clence, as I am»a 


' Man. 
-." Thad thought to have 'made particularzeply'to mariy things in JY. 
Penn's Books: but Fforbear. This: b certifie the Reader, "That I have 
not done him wrong in ſtating his Opinion out of his Book of @us- 
hetiſin a new: nick-Name,' 8c. I-never aw Fohn Faldys: reply, ner IF. 
Penn's Rejoinder. I:did not think itmeet to fet.down all the Words 


of! his Chapter, being conſcious | toi my: ſelf, that I gave the Readera 


'true:Account of the Senſe: and True Mcaning:of his "Words. And 1 
Aill fay'if the Scriptute:goz'farewel'Gad-and Heaven, 'that- is, if Scri- 
ptureand Scripture-Dodtitie be made. void, and we muſt all.be led by 
a blind Guide the Light within 3 , then: S4lvation is made void,' and all 
hope of God and Heaven is loſt, After;/F:have made.to. appear theix 
Abſurdity and 'Blaſphemy, :tquehing- the light withinz by: ſome [other 
Bapers to comeforth ſpeedily, I hall in @ picce, by-it ſelf, manifelt to 
all that-are meet to judge; the, Bakers: Hypocrilic and Carnality, and 
make it ' evident from their fruits and courſe of life, That they arc a 
ple hating true holineſs. | 1 give. them notice, let them prepare them- 
ſclvÞs: to overthrow iv if: they:cave;:;.1: + $67 46id. 24 2; 
+ One thing, it is likely, may:offtend the Reader; and>that.iga:frequenc 
repetition of theſame_matter-;/To-which myaa(weris, FE pretend noc 
toaccurateneſs in Writing; /partly:I-am confjrained: to it forthe fuller 
opening of the Truth, and-the' inſtructing of mean: and -common Ca» 
pacitics,: who-need many words, and. often. repeated for their full : un, 


derſtznding,: and partly-Lwant time. It any ſhall ay:Lmwight cake me. - 


more time, 'Iido my-beſt:taapportion.my time, and husband-it as well 
as'I can, :L: humbly beg of-the; Lord: forgiveneſs; ani that others may 
ſpend theix;time better; 1 But: if, Qzeakers ſhall judge-me: for: my repeti> 
tions, I defire them to look at home, and pluck the-Beam- gat of their 
own Eye, not;:Mr. Pex himfeltexcepteds {It byiall che truth be open- 
ed and: defenged:,; audb grroms detected and: gonfiited:, and; taith- 
fa] ſouls edified;: I am. well cpntented. to be judged; far many ſuch de- 
fs in writing. xtlizs 5: ? 
136 1s Penn, or atiy othex Quaker, ſhall;weite againlt this, and give 
 foxthto.the World, Thati flander and:bclyc. the Quakers as t0:their 
inions oz; oughtiele: berg alledgrdgang.,thatd) do mifftate their 
deny 0: be theits,: as 


rinciples, and-tyther, onthom that, Be | 


P 
he wo ad that 4hair (Principles: are Wimmiter 
Is cn 


oy .” 


main and chief of their Authours. But if 1 ſhould write twenty times 
more then is here to prove that they make the_ Light within the Su- 
rom Rule, .and that this is moſt damnable-De@Frine, 1 do not doubt 
but they will find matter for tnany Volumns to write, and fell the 
World many large Stories in defence of themſelves, and load their ad- 
verſaries with black Names, as Edw. Burroughs did the Miniſter which 
Þut ſundry ſober Queries to him, and let his Anſwers be well weighed, 


and it would make a tender conſcience to weep at the moſt unchriſtian ' 


Langage that Edw. Burroughs returns, and the chief part of his An» 
 f{iwer/is railing, and moſt -uncharitable cenſorious Language, and yet 
doth I. Penn juſtific it as moſt godly, Reaſon againft Railing, Pag, 164+ 
and ſuch dealing look for + but that ſhall not abate-my Charity, nor 
make me leave off my Work,” if it be not good to ſome, it may to 
otherſome, One thing I ſhaltbe over-matched in, and that is in Purſe, 
and neceſſary Charge in Printing Conttoverſics, my Incomes not ſerving 
me to lay out much this way, and unleſs I could change my Faith and. 
Converſation to Oxakeriſm, or ſome Sec, or party of people among 
us, I am not like, as times are, to grow Rich by Preaching» But the 
Lord will raife up Inftraments to defend his Truth, and -ſerve his 
co to which. Service, by the. Lords help, I mean to give my 
elf. \ 


\ 


FINIS. 


ERATA. 


3 is ſal&-idolizing. 


IF. Pens himſelf ſends me to for account. of the @akers Principles, the 


Read Pag: 30. Line a8. Thi great deliroying Sin of all the ungodly = 
or £7 
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